DAMPER ASSEMBLY FOR AGLOVE BOX 

RELATED APPLICATION 

5 The present disclosure relates to subject matter contained 

in Korean application No. 2003-82288, filed on November 19, 
2003, which is herein expressly incorporated by reference its 
entirety. 

10 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a damper assembly of a 
glove box, and more particularly to a damper assembly 
comprising a fixing member made of a plastic material and 
attached to the rear part of a glove box, the fixing member 
having a fitting protrusion, and a damper having a fitting 
piece, through which the fitting protrusion is inserted, 
whereby the number of parts in the damper assembly is reduced, 
and instability of the glove box is prevented when the glove 
box is opened or closed. 

Description of the Related Art 

Into the instrument panel "of an automobile is generally 
25 mounted a glove box for storing small articles. The glove box 
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is mounted into the instrument panel in front of the front 
passenger seat of an automobile. The glove box is pivotably 
moved to or away from the passenger seat so that the glove box 
can be opened or closed. 
5 Specifically, the instrument panel disposed at the 

passenger seat of the automobile has a space defined therein, 
in which the glove box is mounted in such a manner that the 
glove box is pivotably attached to the instrument panel at the 
lower part of the glove box. 

10 The instrument panel of the automobile is equipped with a 

locking unit for locking the glove box so that the glove box is 
not opened when fully inserted into the instrument panel. 

The glove box is equipped with a damper for reducing the 
opening or closing speed of the glove box door when used while 

15 being pivotably moved. Such dampers are disclosed in Korean 

Unexamined Utility Model Publication No. 1997-054283, Korean 
Unexamined Patent Publication No. 2002-045110, Japanese 
Unexamined Utility Model Publication No. 1990-071045, and 
Japanese Unexamined Utility Model Publication No. 1994-069004. 

20 The dampers disclosed in the above-mentioned documents 

are characterized in that each of the dampers is disposed on 
the side of the glove box, although the shapes and the fixing 
method of the dampers are different from each other. 

When the damper is disposed at the side of the glove box, 

25 however, the storing capacity of the glove box is decreased. 
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Furthermore, the damper is exposed to the outside from 
the gap defined between the instrument panel and the glove box 
when the glove box is opened, which does not lend to an 
aesthetic appearance. 

Recently, there has been adopted a structure in which the 
damper is fixed to the rear part of the glove box as shown in 
Fig. 1 in order to solve the above-mentioned problems. 

Fig. 1 is a view showing a conventional damper assembly 
in which the damper is fixed to the rear part of the glove 
box . 

To the rear part of the glove box 11 is fixed a bracket 
13 as shown in Fig. 1. At the glove box 11 are formed fixing 
holes 12, and at the bracket 13 are formed through-holes 14, 
which correspond to the fixing holes 12 of the glove box, 
respectively. The fixing holes 12 and the corresponding 
through-holes 14 are provided to increase the fixing between 
the glove box 11 and the bracket 13. 

To the bracket 13 is attached a damper 15 in such a 
manner that a fixing pin 16 is connected to the damper 15 
through the bracket 13. 

The damper 15 is an air damper having a cylindrical body 
containing air therein. The damper 15 is linked to the glove 
box 11 and the instrument panel so that the opening or closing 
speed of the glove box 11 is controlled when the glove box 11 
is used. 



In the conventional damper assembly, however, the bracket 
is made of a metal material while the glove box is made of a 
plastic material resulting in increased tolerance distribution, 
and thus, instability of the glove box occurs when the glove 
box is opened or closed. 

Furthermore, the cost of manufacturing the damper 
assembly is increased since the bracket is made of a metal 
material. Additionally, the weight of the damper assembly is 
also increased. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Therefore, the present invention has been made in view 
of the above problems, and it is an object of the present 
invention to provide a damper assembly of a glove box 
including a bracket made of a plastic material, not a metal 
material, wherein the plastic bracket is easily fixed to the 
damper without additional fixing parts so that instability of 
the glove box is effectively prevented, whereby the assembly 
operation and the manufacturing cost of the damper assembly 
are reduced. 

In accordance with the present invention, the above and 
other objects can be accomplished by the provision of a damper 
assembly of a glove box, comprising: a fixing member fixed to 
the rear part of the glove box by means of screws, the fixing 
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member having a fitting protrusion formed at one side thereof; 
and a damper having a fitting piece formed at one side 
thereof, the fitting protrusion being fitted in the fitting 
piece of the damper so that the damper is fixed to the fixing 
member . 

According to the present invention, the number of the 
parts of the damper assembly is reduced. Also, the fixing 
member of the damper assembly is made of a plastic material, 
whereby instability of the glove box is prevented, and the 
manufacturing cost of the damper assembly is reduced. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above and other objects, features and other 
advantages of the present invention will be more clearly 
understood from the following detailed description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a view showing a conventional damper assembly 
in which a damper of the damper assembly is fixed to the rear 
part of a glove box; and 

Fig. 2 is a view showing a damper assembly according to 
a preferred embodiment of the present invention in which a 
damper of the damper assembly is fixed to the rear part of a 
glove box. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Now, a preferred embodiment of the present invention will 
be described in detail with reference to the accompanying 
5 drawings . 

Fig. 2 is a view showing a damper assembly according to 
a preferred embodiment of the present invention in which a 
damper 25 of the damper assembly is fixed to the rear part of 
a glove box 21 . 

10 To the rear part of the glove box 21 is fixed a fixing 

member 22 as shown in Fig. 2. 

At the rear part of the glove box 21 are formed box holes 
31, and at the fixing member 22 are formed screw holes 32, 
which correspond to the box holes 31, respectively. 

15 Specifically, the fixing member 22 is securely fixed to the 

rear part of the glove box 21 by means of screws, which are 
inserted into the box holes 31 through the screw holes 32. 

At one side of the fixing member 22 is formed a fitting 
protrusion 23. 

20 At one side of the damper 25 is formed a fitting piece 

2 6, to which the fitting protrusion 23 is fixed. 

The fitting protrusion 23 may be fixed to the fitting 
piece 2 6 by means of an additional fixing part. Preferably, the 
fitting protrusion 23. is fixed to the fitting piece 26 in such 

25 a manner that the fitting protrusion 23 is fitted in a hole or 
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a groove formed at the fitting piece 26. 

The fitting protrusion 23 is preferably integrated with 
the fixing member 22. The fixing member 22 is made of a plastic 
material. 

The operation of the damper assembly according to the 
present invention will now be described. 

The fitting protrusion 23 formed at one side of the 
fixing member 22 is fitted in the hole or the groove formed at 
the fitting piece 26 of the damper 25, and then the fixing 
member 22 equipped with the damper 25 is placed on the rear 
part of the glove box 21. 

Afterwards, the fixing member 22 equipped with the damper 
25 is securely attached to the rear part of the glove box 21 by 
means of screws or bolts while the box holes 31 formed at the 
glove box 21 are in line with the screw holes 32 formed at the 
fixing member 22 . 

The fixing member 22 is made of a plastic material. 
Consequently, instability of the glove box is prevented when 
the glove box is locked. 

The damper 25 is fixed to the fixing member 2 5 without 
additional fixing parts, whereby the assembly operation is made 
easier and the manufacturing cost of the damper assembly 
reduced. 

As apparent from the above description, the present 
invention provides a damper assembly of a glove box wherein a 



fitting protrusion for fixing a damper and a fixing member to 
each other is integrally formed with the fixing member, 
whereby the number of the parts of the damper assembly is 
reduced, and the cost of manufacturing the damper assembly is 
reduced. 

Furthermore, the fixing member is made of a plastic 
material. Consequently, the weight of the damper assembly is 
reduced, and tolerance distribution is decreased when the 
damper assembly is fixed to the glove box, whereby instability 
of the glove box is prevented when the glove box is opened or 
closed. 

Although the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention has been disclosed for illustrative purposes, those 
skilled in the art will appreciate that various modifications, 
additions and substitutions are possible, without departing 
from the scope and spirit of the invention as disclosed in the 
accompanying claims. 
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